

Survey 1: 

The 1996 Survey on Public Policy Concerns of the 

Indian-American Community



[INTERVIEW INSTRUCTIONS IN BOLD CAPS; DO NOT READ RESPONSES UNLESS MARKED, “READ LIST”]



THIS STATEMENT MUST BE READ TO ALL RESPONDENTS.



Hello, I’m _______________________ calling from The Telephone Centre.  We are conducting a survey for Harvard University on some current events in the United States.  This interview is completely confidential and voluntary.  If I should come to any question you do not want to answer, let me know and we’ll go on to the next question.



Because we are looking to interview a cross-section of the population, would you describe your race or ethnicity, based on the 1990 U.S. Census categories? READ LIST



	White				1

	Black				2

	Native American		3

	Asian Chinese			4

	Asian Indian			5

	Asian Japanese		6

	Asian Other			7

	Hispanic			8





If respondent does not answer ASIAN INDIAN, please discontinue SURVEY by saying, 



“Thank you for your time.  Unfortunately, we have exceeded our responses for that group.”



________________



SECTION A: Public Opinion on Public Policy Issues



1.	First, in your opinion, which of the following is the most important issue facing the United States?  READ LIST



	Crime				1

	Moral Crisis			2

	Economy			3

	Health Care Reform		4

	Balanced Budget		5

	Education			6

	--- DO NOT READ BELOW ---

	No opinion			8

	Refused			9



2.	I am going to read you a list of issues that may be raised in current election 	campaigns. When deciding whether or not to vote for a candidate, tell me how 	important the candidate’s position on each issue is.  Please answer very important, 	fairly important, or not important.



[REMIND RESPONDENTS OF CATEGORIES IF THEY FORGET]



	Very Important		1

	Fairly Important		2

	Not Important			3

	No opinion			8

	Refused			9



The candidate’s position on welfare reform?



The candidate’s position on immigration? 



The candidate’s position on affirmative action in higher education?�

The candidate’s position on American relations with India?  



The candidate’s position on affirmative action in federal contracting?�



3.	Are there any national organizations focused on the political concerns of your�            ethnic community?�

Yes				1

	No				2  SKIP TO QUESTION 5

	No opinion			8  SKIP TO QUESTION 5

	Refused			9  SKIP TO QUESTION 5



4.	What is the name of that organization?  [LIST FIRST RESPONSE; IF CANNOT RECALL, SKIP TO NEXT QUESTION]



	_________________________________



4a.	Does that organization fairly represent your political views?



Yes				1

	No				2  

	No opinion			8  

	Refused			9  



5.	Would you support legislation to make English the official language of the United 	States?



	Yes				1

	No				2

	No opinion			8

	Refused			9



________________



SECTION B: Political Participation



6.	In talking to people about elections, we have found that when Bill Clinton and George Bush ran for president in 1992, a lot of people were not able to vote because they weren’t registered, they were sick, or they just didn’t have the time.  Did you vote in the 1992 presidential election?



	Yes				1  SKIP TO QUESTION 6b

	No				2  

	No opinion			8  

	Refused			9  



6.	Were you registered to vote for the 1992 presidential election?



	Yes				1  SKIP TO QUESTION 7

	No				2  SKIP TO QUESTION 7

	No opinion			8  SKIP TO QUESTION 7

	Refused			9  SKIP TO QUESTION 7



6b.	Who did you vote for in the 1992 presidential race? READ LIST



	Bill Clinton			1  

	George Bush			2  

	Ross Perot			3  

	--- DO NOT READ BELOW ---   	

	Voted for other		4  

	No opinion			8  

	Refused			9  



7.	Do you generally support the initiatives of the Republican Congress elected in 	1994?



	Yes				1  

	No				2  

	No opinion			8

	Refused			9



8.	If the 1996 presidential election were being held today, for whom would you �            vote? READ LIST



	Bill Clinton			1  SKIP NEXT QUESTION

	Bob Dole			2  SKIP NEXT QUESTION

    	Ross Perot			3  SKIP NEXT QUESTION

	--- DO NOT READ BELOW ---   	

Wouldn’t vote			4

    	Vote for other			5

	Cannot Vote			6

	No opinion			8

	Refused			9



9.	At the moment, which candidate are you leaning more towards? READ LIST



	Bill Clinton			1 

	Bob Dole			2 

    	Ross Perot			3 

	--- DO NOT READ BELOW ---   	

Wouldn’t vote			4

    	Vote for other			5

	Cannot Vote			6

	No opinion			8

	Refused			9



10.	Have you worked for a political party or candidate in the last two years?



	Yes				1

	No				2

	No opinion			8

	Refused			9



11.	Have you contacted a public official about an issue in the last two years?



	Yes				1

	No				2

	No opinion			8

	Refused			9



11a.	Have you been contacted by a public official in the last two years?



	Yes				1

	No				2

	No opinion			8

	Refused			9



12.	Have you contributed money to a political candidate or a political party in the last two years?



	Yes				1

	No				2  SKIP NEXT QUESTION

	No opinion			8  SKIP NEXT QUESTION

	Refused			9  SKIP NEXT QUESTION



12a.	If so, on average, how much did you give to each candidate you supported? 	READ LIST



	Under $100			1

	$100 - $499			2

	$500 - $999			3

	$1000 or over			4

	--- DO  NOT READ BELOW ---

	No opinion			8

	Refused			9



13.	Some people seem to follow what’s going on in government and community �            affairs most of the time; others aren’t that interested. Would you say you follow �            what’s going on in your local government and community most of  the time, �            some of the time, only now and then, hardly at all, or never?



	Most of the time		1

	Some of the time		2

	Only now and then		3

	Hardly at all			4

	Never				5

	No opinion			8

	Refused			9



14.	Would you say you follow what’s going on in national affairs or the federal �             government most of the time, some of the time, only now and then, hardly at all, �             or never?



	Most of the time		1

	Some of the time		2

	Only now and then		3

	Hardly at all			4

	Never				5

	No opinion			8

	Refused			9



15.	What one source do you rely on most for political information? READ LIST



	Television			1 

	Radio				2

	Newspapers			3 

	Magazines			4

	Friends and family		5

	Internet/on-line		6

	Religious organizations	7

	--- DO NOT READ BELOW ---

	No opinion			8

	Refused			9



16.	How important are ethnic newspapers that cater to your community as sources 	of news for you?  READ LIST



	Very important 		1

	Somewhat important		2

	Not important			3

	--- DO NOT READ BELOW ---

	No opinion			8

	Refused			9



________________



SECTION C:	Partisanship/Ideology



17.	Generally speaking, do you usually think of yourself as: (READ LIST)



	A Democrat			1 	SKIP NEXT QUESTION

	An Independent		2

A Republican			3	SKIP NEXT QUESTION

	Other				4

	--- DO NOT READ BELOW ---

	No preference			5

	No opinion			8	

	Refused			9	



18.	Do you think of yourself as closer to the Democratic or Republican Party?



Democratic Party		1	SKIP NEXT QUESTION

Republican Party		2	SKIP NEXT QUESTION

Neither				3	SKIP NEXT QUESTION

No opinion			8	SKIP NEXT QUESTION

Refused			9	SKIP NEXT QUESTION



FOR THE NEXT QUESTION, USE THE RESPONSE FROM QUESTION 17 IN THE MARKED AREA:



18a.	Would you call yourself a strong [Republican/Democrat] or a not very strong 	[Republican/Democrat]?



Strong				1

Not very strong		2

No opinion			8	

Refused			9	



19.	Generally speaking, do you usually think of yourself as: READ LIST



Very conservative		1

Conservative			2

Moderate; middle of the road	3

Liberal				4

Very Liberal			5

--- DO NOT READ BELOW ---

No opinion			8

	Refused			9



________________



SECTION E: Demographics



Next, I will ask you a few more questions to help classify your answers.



20.	What was the last grade of school you completed?  READ LIST



8th grade or less		1

Some high school		2

Graduated high school 	3

Some college			4  	ASK IF SCHOOL WAS A TECHNICAL 	

				SCHOOL; IF IT WAS, CIRCLE CODE 

3, FOR HIGH SCHOOL

Graduated college		5

Post-graduate			6

--- DO NOT READ BELOW ---

No opinion			8

Refused			9



21.	What is your occupation and main job?  READ LIST



Professional/Doctor		1  SKIP NEXT QUESTION

Professional/Engineer		2  SKIP NEXT QUESTION

Professional/Other		3  SKIP NEXT QUESTION	

Small business person		4  SKIP NEXT QUESTION

Administrative/Clerical	5  SKIP NEXT QUESTION

Full-time student		6  SKIP NEXT QUESTION

Other 				7  

--- DO NOT READ BELOW ---

No opinion			8  SKIP NEXT QUESTION

Refused			9  SKIP NEXT QUESTION



21a.  	In one word, please describe your occupation? [IF NO IMMEDIATE RESPONSE, SKIP TO NEXT QUESTION]



	____________________________



22.	If you added together the yearly incomes, before taxes, of all the members of your 	household for the last year, 1996, would the total be:  READ LIST



Under $20,000		1

$20,000 to $29,000		2

$30,000 to $49,000		3

$50,000 to $74,000 		4

$75,000 to $100,000		5

$100,000 to $149,000		6

$150,000 or over		7

--- DO NOT READ BELOW ---

No opinion			8

Refused			9



23.	What is your gender?



	Male				1

	Female				2

	No opinion			8

	Refused			9



24.	What is the year of your birth?



____________________



25.	Are you an American citizen?



	Yes				1

	No				2

	No opinion			8

	Refused			9



26.	Were you born in the United States?



	Yes				1 SKIP TO CLOSING

	No				2 

	No opinion			8 SKIP TO CLOSING

	Refused			9 SKIP TO CLOSING



27. 	In which country were you born?



	India				1

	Pakistan			2

	Bangladesh			3

	Sri Lanka			4

	Nepal				5

	Other				7

	No opinion			8

	Refused			9



28.	In what year did you come to the United States?



_________________________  [MARK DOWN ONLY THE YEAR]





________________



SECTION F:	Closing 



That's all the questions I have for you.  Thank you for your time, patience, and cooperation.  Have a good day/evening.
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